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HUMBLE -ACKNO WLED'GMEN T 
H1.S. MAJ] ESTES S 
INCOMPARABLE GRACE, 


Expreſſed in HIS | 
PROCLAMATION of PARDON, 


May ir plcaſe Your moſt Excejlene Majeſty, : \ 


2-9 0<£9 Hen Iread Your moſt Gracious Decla:ation, 
f {* ſince yerified by a further Confirmation of 
VNR the Pardon therein promiſed, my mind was 
- rapt intoa Contemplation of that Divine 
Myſtery, which reveal'd it ſelf ro the amaz'd 

world, when the All-glorious Spirit of Forgivenels de- 
_ from Heaven, and tood between Apoſtafie and 

ell. 

After it was certainly known that the World was turn'd 
Rebel, one would haye chought that nothing was now to 
be expected;that but the Chaos ſhould re- mand the Crea- 
tion, and that the abus'd Creator having difloly'd the 4- 
micable League of different Principles, ſhould have de- 
ftroy'd theOrder ofthe wel-form'd Univerſe,by the Mor-. 
tall Claſhings of Unchain'd Contrarieties : What could 
one imagin, but that ſuddenly God ſhould have extin- 
os the Sun, Unhing'd the Heayens,or haye open'd the 
Doors of his Treaſures of Water,and made the difimpri- 
ſon'd Sea revenge the Abuſes which were offer'd to him 
A2 upon 


(2) 

upon dry Land, or elſe'thar he ſhould have burn'd and 
drown'd the Earth both at once by raining down ſhowres 
of Fire from Heaven ? pn 

But beyond all Humane thought, and quite contrary to 
the Worlds Demerir, the Divine Mercy, which lay as a 
Reſerve in Gods Boſom.to ſave trembling Sinners from 
deſerv'd Ruine ; came forth,and in the midſt of that black 
cloud; condens'd with Diſobedience and Horrour, which 
inveloped the deſpairing World, painted a Myſterious 
Rainbow, and adorn'd it with moſt 1lluſtrious Rayes of 
Forgiveneſs. | Y — 

When men beheld chis light with dazell'd eyes, they - 
wondred what wrong'd Divinity meant, that ic did not 
imarediately Equal the Unreaſonableneſs of Sin with due 
Proportions of Juſt Miſery. Burt as that was a hard Task, 
(for afflicted man could never haye made amends for his 
offence, though he had been cormented with all Inſtances 
of Puniſhmenr.) So is was as Unpleaſant to the Nature of 
1Increated Goodneſs, and Unſuitable to the Deſign of In- 
finite Wiſdom. God had a Mind to let us ſee that he did 
not make the World in hopes to gain any thing by it ; 
for he was content when be ſeem'd to loſe by it, He. 
ſhow'd the Glories of the Deity, which were yet con- 
ceal'd, though men had'affronted what they had ſeen, and 
took the firſt occaſion to let them know, that He which 
made them good,and commanded them to continue ſuch, 
cn alſo Pardon them when they had made themſelves 
evil. 


The Angels did not know that Gad could forgive fo 
much, bur yet fell down before his Throne in Wonder 


and Sileace, when'they ſaw that inſtead of the Aſtoniſh- 
ments of dreadful Revenge, in which it was juſt for him | 
to have appear'd,he amaz d ſelf-condemned Men __ the 

| : lories | 


x 


A 
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X (3). 
Glories of gnexpeRed Grace; and having ſtopt the mouth 
of gaping Hell, ſtruck ſinners. onely. into the bumble 
Depths of hopeful Repenrance, and with a gentle Voice 
pronounc'd a Pardonin theſe great Words, The Meek 


| Lamb of God ſhall be a Mcrcifall Propitiation for the offences 
of Wolves, ; . 


Sir, Ihope you will amongſt other faults pardon me. 
that 1 have continued my ſpeech ſo long upon this Syb- 
jeR, ſince it is the Original Exemplar according to which 


you have drawn thac moſt excellent Copy, which all the 


World admires, The Tentations which you have van- 


- quiſh'd, have witneſs'd the conſtancy of your Religion, 


and the ARions you have perform'd do plainly ſhow, nog. . 
only how truly you love the God whom, you worſhip, but 
alſo how-much you judge what he hath done-worthy- of 


- your higheſt imication. Whilſt you have fingl'd our for 


moe ſpecial Examples Clemency and Goodneſs, you 
have diſcover'd the Height ofa Princely'Mind,and taughr 
all rhe World wherein chiefly God would be reſembled 
by his Vice-gerents, You knew well thar, as he (aid, 
Primus eft Deorum Cultus, Deos credere : Deinde redatre il. 
lis Majeftatens ſuam, reddere Bonitatems, ſine qua nulla Maje- 
fas ft. Yourwiſdom told you, that you could not by a- 
ny other. means ſo ſully aſcribe Majeſty unto God, nor a- 
dore his awful Goodneſs in more humble Proſtrations, 
then by Commanding Your own, and others Anger to 


' permit You to imitate the moſt Merciful Deity. If we 


had not offended, the World had never known how much 
you could pardon; and by caking this fair opportunity,you 
have ſhown us that you knew the infinice value of any oc- 
caſfton, by which you mighe appear like unto God, _ 

_ What ftrange PiRures of your Majeſty did we receive 
from beyond Sea, drawn by ſuch, who, to deprive you of 
| | | your 


or 


(4) 
-your Subje&s Love, made You an ObjeG of Terrour with 
difmal CharaQers * Juſt as the Iadian Prieſts diſguiſed 
their Pagan God with an unmercitul ſhape, and made him 
frighcful wich ſharp Teeth and crooked Clawes,that they 


mighe make a profitable uſe of his Worſhippers Fears. 


Your Majeſty hath deſtroy'd that Malicious Policy with 
Your Preſence, and diſabus'd choſe who would not have 
err'd in their thoughts concerning You, but that they 
were ſeduc'd by Mifrepreſentations, which God and 
Time have mercifully taken off. You have made theſe 
which were terrified into a deſire of Your Abſence to la 
afide their feares, and to rezoyce and give thanks for Your 
Happy Return. | | 
Your Subje&s, that is, one part of them, forc'd from 
You by themſelves, were at laſt affraid of forreign Arms, 
for they could not but think that God would ſend Aliens 
to chaſtiſe ſuch unworthy Natives. But how much were 


we miſtaken both as ro the Method of Providence and 


Your Mijeſties Condition 2 God would not have You 
beholden to Strangers for the poſſeflion of that which he 
had given Yop,nor put You to the trouble of fighting any 
more for Your Right. Who would not,who did not glad- 
ly yield to a Prince that defired only ro Conquer by 
Love © We are reduc'd to our Obedience by ſuch admi- 
rable Motives, that we know not which we ſhould ex- 
preſs firſt, Repentance or Admiration. You love thoſe 
which had abandon'd You, and when a ſore wound was 
made upon us by Diſobedience, You have ſhewn the all- 
conqueringSkil of Love,and heal'd ir without a Scar. The 


Offenders confeſs'd that rheir Crimes needed an Expiati- 


on, but Your Pity choſe rather the Teares of Penirents, 
then the Bloud of Sinners, Indignation hath no Accep- 
rance inthe calm breſt of our Prince, Thoſe Royal Per- 


tetions , 


A 


&) 

feRions which. dwell there, can.ſpare noroom fox ſuch. 
mean Paſſion as Revenpefalbeſſe.” Aſþeris incultiſque [0 
lym Regionibus dimtinis herent Nives. You have giyen 

ruelty teavetofall into the Picof Devils. You. {bon 
diſcern'd Implacablenefs tobe no excellent Quality, be- 
cauſe You could not find it in Gods Nature, and have 
'told thoſe finners which believe otherwiſe, that chey muſt 
needs be aſſured of their owa Damnation. You have con- 
demn'd the Excuſes of Malicious Hypocrites,and declar'd 
the Inſufficiency of their weak Pleas, who think them- 
ſelves juſtified in taking Revenge by alleging that none 
can forgive. Who dare be ſo fooliſh as to think ſo, thar 
hath but heard what You have done * What hath any 
manto-forgive ia Compariſon of Your. Wrongs*. What 
Multitudes of Sins have You cover'd with Love, and bu- 
ried in Pardon © This Incomparable Amneſty ſhall be 
had in glorious Remembrance to-Erernal Ages. God was 
willing to repair Your Honour, and when the Means was 
in Your choice, You took the beſts As Heaven had done 
before, You departed from. YourRight, leſt the Execu- 
tion of rigorous Puniſhment ſhould leave none to return 
to their Duty, and that thoſe which ſaw themſelves 
ſo mercifully ſpar'd, might repent more heartily. Who 
will not be ſorry that they bave ſo long offended one that 
iS now as -ready.to forgave, as he was alwaies unwilling to 
do wrong ? Who will now deſpair ſince You have enga- 
ged Your Clemency by a gracious Promiſe, and have fa- 
tisfied us concerning our Condition, it we be reſoly'd 
concerning our own behaviour, 2nd aſſured Your future 
Favour to all, but ſuch as will be unworthy of ic. You 
| have ſo far reſtor'd Your People to Serene joyes, thar 

nothing can grieve them now, bur the remembrance of 


thoſe faults, which You have forgotten; neither can - 
ey. 


wy = 
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(6) © #3369. 5 
they diſlike any thing in theſe happy Accidents, bat thac- 
Your Unparallel'd Goodneſs hath Undone the. Choice 


of Yertue in their future Obedience, having made ic im- 
poſſible to all Ingenuity to Sia again. oa extnes 


